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The Photo-Atlas of Minerals,
version 2.0 [DVD-ROM],
Kampf, A. R. and Gerhold, G.,
Natural History Museum of Los
Angeles County, California, 2006.
$59.95 (upgrade $39.95). Can be
ordered through www.nhm.org/pam/.
Reviewed by John S. White.

If you have j
ever dreamed
of having most
of the relevant
current infor-
mation about
minerals virtu-
ally at your fin-
ger tips without having to refer to a vari-
ety of textbooks and journals, coupled
with some 16,000 high-resolution pho-
tographs taken by many of the best con-
temporary mineral photographers, then
The Photo-Atlas of Minerals version 2.0 is
the answer to your dreams. Textbooks
quickly become obsolete, and working
with journals is time-consuming and
physically demanding as you go from
indices to various pages which may or
may not have the information you are
seeking. Now, you can find just about
anything you want right on your com-
puter if you purchase The Photo-Atlas of
Minerals and download it (which re-
quires nearly 4 GB of hard disk space).
Alternatively you may use the program
from the DVD drive but access to the
images will be slower and some features
may not be available in this mode.

The program is loaded with goodies.
All known mineral species (more than
4,100) are included as of the publication
date. In addition there is an extensive
list of synonyms and variety names.
There are images of mineral specimens
from more than 3,500 localities and you
can add your own images as well. Each
mineral is provided with a complete
description including crystallographic
data, type locality, origin of name, and
most have links to user controlled crys-
tal drawings and atomic structure
drawings. Even audible mineral name
pronunciations are provided.

The user can search the database by
physical properties, chemistry, localities,
and crystal system which is a wonderful

tool in mineral identification. Coming
up with likely candidates and then be-
ing able to match these possibilities with
wonderful images is a great asset.

Admittedly, much of the data provid-
ed can now be accessed by visiting a
number of Internet sources, but in my ex-
perience none are equal to what The Pho-
to-Atlas provides overall. There are also
countless images of minerals available on
the Internet but you will not find any
other compilation of mineral images that
can match the superior quality of the
nearly 16,000 in this package, some 10,000
of which were taken by Jeff Scovil, Wen-
dell Wilson, and Dan Behnke. For those
interested in greater technical detail on an
individual mineral, one of the links pro-
duces the appropriate page from Hand-
book of Mineralogy for that mineral.

There is so much more that one can
say about this product, but it is proba-
bly enough to state that in my opinion
it is unquestionably the best reference
out there for the serious mineral collec-
tor or professional in terms of what it
offers in just one small affordable pack-
age. Great images are its foremost at-
tribute but with other features like min-
eral data, mineral pronunciations, crys-
tal drawings, atomic structures, both
Dana and Strunz classifications, a glos-
sary of mineral terms, and various
ways to search, all wonderfully inte-
grated for convenient and swift access,
the The Photo-Atlas of Minerals is a
“must have” for all mineral enthusiasts.

John S. White has been an avid mineral collec-
tor all his life. His firm, Kustos, provides a va-
riety of services to the gem and
mineral community. He is a
former Curator-in-Charge of [
Mineral Sciences at the Smith- ! ]
sonian, the founder of the Min- 4
eralogical Record magazine, and
currently a regular contributor
to Rocks & Minerals magazine.
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visit us online at
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Lapidary Journal welcomes books, videos, CDs,
and other media products for review. Send re-
view copies to: Lapidary Journal Media Re-
views, 300 Chesterfield Parkway, Suite 100,
Malvern, PA 19355, attn: Kristen Glbson.




