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The Photo-Atlas of Minerais 

OVO-ROM, Version 2.0 for Windows®. Produeed by The Gern 
and Mineral Council, Natural History Museum ofLos Angeles 
County (2006). Oeveloped by Dr Anthony Kampf and Dr 
George Gerhold. Priee US$59.95 or US$39.95 for upgrade. For 
information and order details log onto www.nhm.org/pam or 
contact The Gem & Mineral Council, Natural History Museum 
ofLos Angeles County, 900 Exposition Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 
90007, USA. 

The second edition of the Photo-Atlas is now available and 
is designed to operate using Windows XP with SP2 or 
higher. Itwill run on Windows 2000 Professional with SP4 
but the former software is recommended. The DVD will 
opera te from the DVD drive but the faster and 
recommended method is to install the package on the 
computerhard drive. Screenresolutionisalsocritical with 
1024 x 768 pixels being the minimum necessary. It is easy 
to install although the initial download onto the hard disk 
can take a couple of hours because of the large numbers of 
images contained in the programme. However, once 
installed the accessing of data is fast and efficient. 

A detailed instruction section will take users through each 
part of the Atlas for those who require it, but simply 
clicking on the appropriate tab will bring up the sought 
after data. The most obvious is the minerallist where over 
4 100 species are available in alphabetical format. The 
mineraI index can be accessed by either valid species only 
or include synonyms and varieties. The latter are in a 
different colour to indicate that they are not valid species. 
This is quite a useful function particularly as this form of 
listing has been dropped from Fleischer's Glossary of 
Mineral Species to which many collectors may still refer. 
Once a particular mineraI is accessed it provides the regular 
descriptive and crystallographic data and includes Dana 
and Strunz minerai classifications, type locality, origin of 
the name and the typical environment in which the species 
is found. There is an accompanying photo gallery which 
incorpora tes a wide range of photographie qualities in 
illustrating approximately 16 000 mineraI specimens. Sorne 
of the more notable photographie works are from Jeff 
Scovil and Wendell Wilson. An audio section is available 
to give the pronunciation although sorne users will find a 
few species may be pronounced a little differently outside 
of America. A comprehensive glossary of mineraI 
terminology is another useful feature of the Photo-Atlas. 

The system has the ability to search for species by properties, 
locality, chemistry or almost any of the characteristics that 
are contained within the data. Crystal form drawings and 
atomic structure are also available and are user controlled. 
Locality information appears to be quite comprehensive 
for the United States localities but may not be as strong for 
elsewhere as the localities listed are controlled by the 
photographie images on the DVD. For example, looking 

at the Australian localities, where the reviewer resides, 
only a restricted number of the more important sites are 
listed and the listings are very limited. If you look at 
Broken Hill, New South Wales, arguably Australia's 
premier locality, oruy twelve species are listed from the 
locality compared withnearly 300 species that are recorded. 
Sirnilarly, the listing of species found at other prominent 
Australian localities is quite restricted. To assist in this 
regard, the creators have provided, via the NHMLAC web 
site, links to appropriate Web Sites. However, the locality 
lists could be expanded dramatically if users are happy to 
provide the creators with good quality photographie images 
of species found in their country. 

Users can add their own photographie images and the 
system will allow you to generate a slide show based on 
several different criteria. For example, you can select 
macro specimens oruy, micro specimens only, twin crystals 
only, etc. or generate you own slide show. Varia tion in the 
timing of the slide screening is also available. 

For a bit of fun and to assist users to hone their photographie 
identification skills there is a mineraI identification game 
which can be played by up to three participants with 
varying degrees of difficulty available for selection. CIues 
such as hardness, crystal system, etc. are accessible to help 
identify the photograph but points are lostif these prompts 
are used. 

For mineraI colleetors who wish to have comprehensive 
data available on their computer this will prove to be an 
excellent tool. However, it is operating in a tough market 
with competition from the web, where several well known 
sites are available providing similar information. 
Nevertheless, the creators have produced a comprehensive, 
user-friendly package and have undertaken to provide 
regular updates (2.03 is current at the time of writing) to 
registered purchasers. They also welcome feedback from 
users regarding any information contained within the 
Photo-Atlas. 

John Bosworth 
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