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The Los Angeles 

County Museum of 

History, Science and 

Art opened on 

November 5, 1913

Agricultural Park, opened 

in 1870ôs outside the city 

limits, became a lawless 

area with horse racing, 

gambling and prostitution.

The area was renamed Exposition Park in 1910 with 

the laying of the cornerstone of the Museum.



General Charles Forman, pioneer, Indian 

fighter, capitalist and a prominent figure in 

the early financial life of Los Angeles, 

made one of the first mineral donations to 

the Museum on November 9, 1913, just 3 

days after the Museum officially opened its 

doors to the public.

The donation consisted of 5 

boxes of specimens, including 

this piece of gold ore from the  

Manet-Cosy mine in Nevada.



When the Museum opened in 1913, Dr. Howard 

Hill, a zoologist, curated minerals, shells, fish, 

amphibians, and reptiles. Notice that Dr. Hill is 

resting his foot on a vesicular basalt. (1922 photo)

Hill remained with the 

Museum for more than 

40 years. (1953 photo)



In 1921 the Los Angeles Chamber of Mines and Oil gave its mineral 

collection to the Museum. This collection was particularly rich in fine 

specimens of copper minerals from Bisbee. This was the first major 

collection acquired by the Museum and specimens from the collection 

can be seen on display in the Hall of Gems and Minerals.
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For brief periods 

in the 1920ôs, 

Arthur Tieje  and 

Robert T. Hill 

served stints as 

part-time curators.

Tieje was a professor of 

geology at USC.

Hill (1858-1941) was a 

colorful character who has 

been called the ñFather of 

Texas Geologyò for his 

early contributions to the 

geology of Texas. He 

studied other areas of the 

Southwest, as well, and 

his professional career 

spanned 60 years.

Several mineral collec-

tions were donated to 

the Museum between 

1925 and 1932:

Crofts Collection (1925)

Johnson (1928)

Lukens (1928)

Last (1932)

Berray (1932)



Theodore Parker Lukens, an early 

Pasadena businessman and civic 

leader, has been called ñThe Father 

of Forestryò for his pioneering efforts 

in promoting reforestation. He was 

also an avid collector. In 1928, ten 

years after his death, his collection 

of minerals and other geological 

specimens was donated to the 

Museum by his sister-in-law.

T. P. Lukensô curio room in 1890



Exhibit of rocks in the 1930ôs



Rene Engle in 1925 while a professor at the 

New Mexico School of Mines and Technology

From 1933 through 1950 the 

Museumôs mineral collection 

remained almost static. During 

this period acquisitions averaged 

only 20 specimens per year.

Nevertheless, Mineralogy and 

Geology was first established as a 

separate department in 1946. 

From 1946 to 1950, Rene L. H. 

Engle was part-time curator.

Engle was a Frenchman schooled 

at the University of Paris. He 

joined the Museum after a career 

as a mining geologist and 

professor of mineralogy and 

geology. He was also an 

accomplished pianist, having 

studied at the Paris Conservatory 

of Music.



Dr. Raymond J. Barber 

became Curator in 1950 after 

his retirement from USC, 

where he was head of the 

Engineering Dept. When 

Herbert Hoover left the White 

House in 1933, he hired 

Barber, then teaching mining 

engineering at Stanford, as a 

mining consultant.

Barber had a special 

interest in jade and 

made several field 

trips into Mexico in 

search of jade 

artifacts.

Barber ñretiredò from 

the Museum in 1955 

at the age of 70.


